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Girls at risk age
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The majority of inhabitants of eastern bank villages
of Minia governorate in Egypt practice FGM for
young girls at age 8-13 years old by using very
hard way , girls are exposed to different health,
social , psychological problems such as : (heavy
bleeding) due to these tissues are full of blood
vessels , always they use coffee or oven dust or
cauterization for these organs for stopping bleed-
ing which leads to death in many cases, (nervous
breakdown) and this is a reaction of the sever
acute pain , (urinary problems and diseases ) ,
(bones and joints cases) due to the violence and
pressure against the girl's body when they tie girls
up during the process , (painful wounds and inju-
ries ) which causes pain during the intercourse ,
(Tumors and abscess in cut organs area), (chronic
abdomen congestion) in cases who can not be sat-
isfied sexually .

Also there are psychological complications
are happened to girls such as : worry — educational
retardation —psychological shock due to loosing
the trust and confidence of her family —fear of sex-
sexual frigidity —inferiority complex-shyness .

Reasons of practicing FGM in

MINIA_ EGYPT

1-Keeping the girls' virginity before marriage and
women's loyalty for their husbands after marriage,
this conviction due to that they believe that women
are loose

2- Silence culture : that is a shame if a woman
express her sexual problems or needs.

3-FGM is the only way to reach completion of femi-
ninity of the girl at this age.

4-They belief that the external sexual organs is
dirtiness and impurity which have no solution
except cutting and removing it , they call this
process (purification) , also they call the uncircum-
cised girl with( soiled girl ) , this means she can not
even cook .

Historical background about FGM

meaning 4 ,FGM was Known 2 thousands year B.C.
this means that ,thousands year ago from now
and ,Christianity ,FGM was started before Judaism
which proves that it is a custom and has no ,Islam
. relation with religion
Historians have different opinions about the
that is there is no docu- ,origin of FGM custom
,ments which proves definitely this custom's origin
if is it African custom and spread from Africa to
Egypt or it was Egyptian custom and spread from
. Egypt to Africa
Reports indicate that there are 28 African
also some coun- ,countries at least practice FGM
tries in Asia practice it, some scattered groups in
Canada, USA, mostly the major-,Australia ,Europe
ity among immigrants from Africa and south west
. Asia

In Arab countries FGM is practiced only in
Sudan,Egypt,Yemen only and no other countries .

The total number of females who are victims to
and,FGM in Africa about 130 millions females
number of females exposed to FGM are 2 millions
.girls per year in Africa
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Establishing qualifative and quan-
titative data base about the opin-
ions and frends which agrees or
opposes FGM
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There is a study about quali-
tative and quantitative dafa
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We have counted the number of girls at risk
inside schools or who dropped out from
schools at age from 8:13years old.

1"

The general objective

Empowering girls in poor deprived villages of
eastern bank of Minia governorate, to live in safe
,securing protection and humane ,circumstances
social, economical, health safety for them, in order
to play an active role in developing themselves and
.their communities

The specific objectives

1-Establishing a data base .

2- Community mobilization and reaching different
target groups for breaking the silence barrier about
FGM topic.

3- Empowering girls at risk to live safe circum-
stances securing protection and humane, social,
economical, health safety.

4-Changing the income source of maid wives and
health barbers from implementing FGM processes
to implementing a micro-projects using the estab-
lished revolving loans box.

The working sfrategies

1-Strategy of using studies and qualitative and
quantitative researches, pre and post measuring
for evaluating the results.

2- Strategy of local community mobilization by
raising their awareness and breaking the silence
barrier .

3-Strategy of empowering and strengthening local
natural leaders.

4-Strategy of strengthening the girls and securing
their rights ,in order to express themselves and
defending their rights of body intactness.
5-Strategy of changing the income source of maid
wives and health barbers from implementing FGM
process .

6-Strategy of forming social movements of girls,
women men , for hastening optional group deci-
sion making process.
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®We have conducted training workshops for
religious leaders (Moslem and Christian) of
targeted communities.

Training were about the medical and religious
perspective of FGM issue — advocacy-lobby-
ing-volunteering concept -the right based
approach.

DO

eWe have conducted training workshops for
mass media officers.

Training were about the medical and reli-
gious perspective of FGM issue — advocacy-
lobbying-volunteering concept —the right
based approach.
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eWe have conducted training workshops for
Arabic language and science teachers and head-
masters of local schools of targeted communities
And Natural Leaders Of Targeted communities of

eTraining were about the medical and religious
per spective of FGM issue — advocacy-lobbying-vol-
unteering concept -the right based approach.
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Women meetings,
pEa asgaang wlilall implemented by maid wives
wiluiall Goda and girls rights supporters.

Strategy of empowering and
strengthening local natural
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ing workshops and establishing revolving loans
box.
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Working with the second half
of community ( youth and men)
fo guarantee real change.

aﬂqij T | l'.i‘”l 4-Strategy of strengthening We have chosen and trained some men to raise the
> AT B = : awareness of local communities about FGM issue.
" Liq <ilall the girls and securing their

rights .in order fo express

0t lopsal pligia  (pemselves and defending : , .‘ -
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Iimplementing advocacy cam-
paigns for creating a suitable
environment which supports
change , we have done 3
marches and campaign.

1-Faragalla village 18/1/2005
250 girl

2-Faragalla village 11/7/2005
1000 girl and boy
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Using the art and Media activities
for raising the community aware-
ness against FGM

popular -theatre- poefry-
painting- songs
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The evaluation recommendations

1-Concentrating on exchanging experiences
about FGM issue with other NGOs working in
the same field.

2-Forming a network of civil society
Organizations, interested about women rights
issues and advocating it on right based
approach .

3-Carrying FGM issue to a higher national
level, through three axis :

Advocacy campaign for issuing a law for
incriminating FGM.

Advocacy campaign for motivating media role
in FGM issue.

Advocacy campaign for motivating the educa-
tional organization role towards FGM issue.
Advocacy campaign for issuing united religious
advisory opinion.
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Strategy of changing the
income source of maid wives
and health barbers from
implementing FGM process .

eMaid wives have been trained about "safe deliv-
ery" as an income source. .

eWe have established revolving loan box .
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The project ’s publications




